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Kellen Auditorium,
made of CNC-milled
medium-density
fiberboard, functions
as a sound-absorptive
surface. The Kellen
Archives (below) are
illuminated with
UV-protected fluores~
cent fixtures.

box inserted into an exposed brick structure, the architects added a
sound-projecting front wall of slate (the back wall absorbs sound), which
doubles as a chalkboard. Near the new 13th Street entrance, an elevated
meeting pod, surfaced in chartreuse powder-coated aluminum, can-
tilevers out over the quad, and an orientation room boasts an exterior
wall clad in yellow poplar bark. “It was as if we were working on several
projects at once,” says Lipka, “unfortunately, all with the same deadline.”

Parsons’s radical makeover brings the life of the school down
to street level and will no doubt have profound effects on what happens
on the school’s upper floors. And while the complex already provides a
venue for a range of activities, from quiet study to critiques to parties, it

will be interesting to see how, in the hands of design-oriented occupants,

new and unexpected uses of the space will emerge in the future. m

Project: Sheila C. Johnson Design SOURCES

Center, New York City Custom millwork: Legere Group
Architect: Lyn Rice Architects— Flooring: Ecosurfaces; Lonseal;
Lyn Rice, AIA, principal; Astrid AlumaFloor

Lipka, AlA, associate Paneling: Highland Craftsman;
Engineer: Buro Happold Teragren; Great Lakes MDF

architecturalrecord.com/projects/.

132 Architectural Record 09.08






